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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #79-38 Building Date: ca. 1830's. ca. 1850 

Building Name: Pentland Hills 

Location: Danenhower Road, Upper Marlboro. Maryland 

Private/Residence/Uneccupied/Ruins/Inaccessible 

Description 

Pentlar.d Hills is a composite house, consisting of two gambrel-roof 
frame structures joined by a lower gable-roof passage at right angles. A 
rectangular courtyard is formed between the wings and the connecting 
passage, and the squared-C footprint of the building has been altered by 
the addition of porches on three sides. This complex building stands in 
ruinous condition, together with several deteriorating outbuildings, on a 
high point of land overlooking the Collington Branch northeast of Upper 
Marlboro. Pentland Hills has a unique floor plan, two parallel gambrel-
roof structures connected in the east by a lower perpendicular passage. 
Each of the gambrel-roof sections is one-and-one-half stories high; the 
brick chimney at each west gambrel end has collapsed, leaving an opening 
in each end wall. The two structures are parallel but not contemporary; 
the two gambrel roofs are of unequal profile, the roof pitch of the south 
section being significantly shallower than that of the north section. The 
structure is sheathed with wide board siding, covered with white asbestos 
shingle. Principal entrance is in the third bay of the principal south 
facade of the south structure, sheltered by a one-story hip-roof porch 
which wraps around the east end of the structure. The house stands on a 
high point of land at the side of an old lane with deeply cut banks. 

Significance 

The house at Pentland Hills, although in ruinous condition, is an 
interesting example of a multi-part structure with unique plan. It con­
sists of two gambrel-roof components, of differing construction dates, 
joined together by a perpendicular connecting passage. It was the home 
during the nineteenth century of the Benjamin Hodges family. The property 
was purchased in 1820 by John Hodges of Darnall's Chance, and developed 
into a plantation home by his son, lenjaain, in the 1830's at the time of 
his first Mtrriage. The first dwelling consisted of the south gambrel-
rcof section of the present building; scce years later the dwelling was 
enlarged by the construction of a separate gambrel-roof structure, con­
nected to the original by a transverse passage. This sequential construc­
tion pattern r.;ekes this building unique in Prince George's County. 
Pentland Mills regained in the pos:3Ssion of Hodges descendants until 
1912; at this tiiue it was sold to the Danenttowers who undertook a major 
renovation. The house has been vece.,t since 1 £50 and is M M in ruinous 
condition. The site is sigifnicent as the home of the prominent Hodges 
family, expanded from a small and modest dwelling in an unusual way. 

Acreage: 293.18 acres 
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7. Description survey » 0 .PG#79-38 
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Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and it 
various elements as it exists today. 

Pentland Hills is a composite house, consisting of two gambrel-roof 
frame structures joined by a lower gable-roof passage at right angles. A 
rectangular courtyard is formed between the wings and the connecting 
passage, and the squared-C footprint of the building has been altered by 
the addition of porches on three sides. This complex building stands in 
ruinous condition, together with several deteriorating outbuildings, on a 
high point of land overlooking the Collington Branch northeast of Upper 
Marlboro. 

Pentland Hills has a floor plan which is unique in Prince George's 
County. It consists of two parallel gambrel-roof structures connected in 
the east by a lower perpendicular passage. Each of the gambrel-roof 
sections is one-and-one-half stories high, three bays by two, with an 
exterior brick chimney at its west gambrel end; each of the chimneys has 
collapsed, leaving an opening in each end wall, and both mantels have been 
removed. The two structures are parallel but probably not contemporary; 
the two gambrel roofs are of unequal profile, the roof pitch of the south 
section being significantly shallower than that of the north section. The 
two sections are joined by a one-story gable-roof passage which runs 
perpendicular to the gambrel-roof structures, forming a squared C 
configuration. 

The structure is sheathed with wide board siding, covered with white 
asbestos shingle. Roofs are covered with red asphalt shingle, and the 
foundation is brick. 

Each of the gambrel sections consists of a parlor and a stairhall 
above which is small upper hall and a single large bedroom. Principal 
entrance is in the third bay of the principal south facade of the south 
structure. The door was fraaed by transom and sidelights over wainscot 
panels, but the enframement is in ruinous condition and the door itself is 
missing. The wide transom apparently once had 18 lights, but it is no 
longer possible to determine the number of lights in the sidelights. The 
entrance is sheltered by a one-story hip-roof porch which wraps around the 
east end of the structure is far as the transverse connecting passage. 
The porch was once supported by Tuscan columns of which only one survives. 
The porch has a boxed cornice with crown molding, and its roof is covered 
with standing seam metal painted red. 

The south entrance lords into the south stairhall. The shallow two-
run staircase rises along the cast end wall of the stairhall to a landing, 
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then turns 180° to the second story. Newel, balusters and railing are 
gone, but small rectangular gains at the edge of the treads indicate that 
there once were plain rectangular balusters typical of the early 
nineteenth century. There are two windows in the east end wall, one at 
the foot of the staircase, and another, cut off diagonally by the stair, -
just south of the landing. The lower part of this.window lights a closet 
beneath the first run of the staircase. Door and window surrounds feature 
a two-step molding separated by an ogee molding, and bounded by outer 
bands of sharp Greek Revival profile. The plaster is in many places 
detached from the walls revealing hewn down braces and hand-split lath. 
Floors are of random-width board, and the baseboards are high with crown 
molding. 

To the west of the south stairhall, a door leads into the parlor 
which takes up the remaining space in the south structure. The mantel has 
been removed from the fireplace leaving an opening in the west end wall. 
Trim is similar to that in the south stairhall, but it is clear that 
several of the windows have been replaced; in the surrounds of the two 
south windows, the moldings have a noticeably flatter profile. A wide 
doorway has been opened in the north wall of the parlor, leading into the 
courtyard; it has the newer, flatter surround. 

The north structure is nearly identical to the south structure, 
consisting of a stairhall and adjoining parlor, a mirror image of the 
south structure. The stair rises (toward the south) along the east wall 
of the stair, but, unlike the south section, there are no windows in this 
east wall. The north staircase is in more ruinous condition than the 
south stair, but it appears to have been very similar to the south 
staircase; it also has a closet space under the first run. 

Several factors suggest that the north structure postdates the south 
structure. Though it is clearly built to the same pattern, it is narrower 
(ca. 16-1/2 feet) than the south structure (ca. 20-1/2 feet), and its roof 
pitch is therefore considerably steeper. Like the south structure, it has 
two types of moldings in its door and window surrounds, but, unlike the 
south section, the lath showing in its walls is circular-sawn. There are 
three modern windows side by side in the south wall of the north 
structure, opening onto the courtyard. 

The second-story bedrooms of both sections are lighted by small gable 
dormers as well as t.'ie two windows flanking the ruined chimneys on the 
west ends. As is the case with all of the windows, the sashes and panes 
are cc:;.olete ly deteriorated. Surrounds of doors and windows in the second" 
story are similar to the older, sharper moldings of the first story, but 
have an unbroken field. Baseboards are high with an upper bead. 

Survey No. PG#79-38 
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The connecting passage on the east consists of one central parlor 
between the two stairhalls. A door in its west wall opens into the 
courtyard, and opposite it, centered in the east wall, is a fireplace with 
a twentieth-century brick surround. Like the north structure, this east 
connecting is framed with hewn door braces covered with circular-sawn lath. 
This connecting section is one story high with gable roof. 

Extending one bay to the east of the north component is an added 
room, probably built as a kitchen. Running along the entire north 
elevation of the north structure and this kitchen addition is a one-story 
shed-roof addition, probably first built as a porch a'nd later enclosed. 
There is an entrance from this enclosed porch into the north stairhall, 
and another into the kitchen addition. An opening in the east foundation 
of the kitchen forms an exterior entrance into the kitchen under this 
small later addition; from this basement space can be observed the hewn 
sill beams of the north structure. There is no basement space under the 
older sections of the house. 

The house at Pentland Hills is in dangerously deteriorating 
condition, and what remains of it is entangled with ivy, honeysuckle and 
other underbrush. It stands on a high point of land at the side of an old 
lane with deeply cut banks. There are remnants and foundations of 
outbuildings near the house. Just west of the house stands a small square 
outbuilding; it has a hip roof covered with wood shingle, it is sheathed 
with German siding, and has a brick floor. 
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the southerly section of the present building. Benjamin Hodges' first 
wife died' at an early age, without issue; he married a second time later 
in 1840, and remained at Pentland Hills.' 

There exists a contemporary account of a visit to Benjamin Hodges in 
1844. In that year Isaac van Bibber of Carroll County was travelling 
through Southern Maryland to collect subscriptions for a new church in 
Westminster; he wrote in his journal of a visit first to John Hodges, Sr., 
and then to Benjamin Hodges at Pentland Hills. "The only man I had met 
with since leaving home whom I yearned to make my bosom friend was 
Benjamin Hodges. He lives in a small but neat house on the very summit of 
a lofty hill."" The house which van Bibber described must be the earliest 
(southerly) section of the house at Pentland Hills. 

It is possible that the second part of the house was constructed soon 
after van Bibber's visit. Benjamin Hodges and his second wife (Maria 
Daingerfield) had five children, and it is possible that the house was 
expanded to provide increased living space. It is difficult to determine 
the sequence of construction; the existence of circular-sawn lath in the 
north section suggests a construction date after 1840, and even more 
likely after the Civil War. In any case, Benjamin T. Hodges and his 
family resided at Pentland Hills into the 1850's; his second wife died 
late in 1850, and he married for a third time in June 1852. 

With his third wife, Elizabeth Wise Riley, Hodges had five more 
children. They remained at Pentland Hills until after the birth of their 
first child in 1853, but in 1854 they left Pentland Hills and moved to 
Georgetown in the District of Columbia." In 1859, Benjamin Hodges pur­
chased 800 acres near Rockville, and moved his growing family to this new 
plantation, known as Green Hill. At approximately the same time, he sold 
the 296-acre Pentland Hills farm to his nephew, John Hodges, Jr., eldest 
son of John Hodges, Sr., of Omaha Hill. The younger Hodges married in 
1859, made his home at Pentland Hills, and mortgaged the farm to his 
uncle, the previous resident.!" Census records show John Hodges, Jr. and 
his young bride living and farming at Pentland Hills in 1860.11 

Like most other farmers in the County, all of the Hodges suffered 
financial reverses during the Civil War. John Hodges, Sr., of Omaha Hill 
was so seriously in debt that he was forced to mortgage Omaha Hill to 
relatives in Virginia. John, Jr. defaulted on mortgage payments to his 
uncle, end in December 1866 Benjamin T. Hodges conducted a public sale of 
the property, repurchasing it for himself. At that time, the property was 
described as follows: "Lundee or Pentland Hills, 296-1/2 acres ...2 miles 
from Hill's Lending, the head of steamboat navigation on the Patuxent, 
adjoining Richard S. Hill, Morcecai Plummer, John Hodges. Sr. ... high 
cultivation ... MR it is a nice, cc.r.fortable dwelling house, good 
stabling, corn house, three tobneco houses all in good repair, an 
excellent tenant house and two smaller houses... a young apple orchard." 
Benjamin T. Hodges made the highest bid on the property ($51.66 per acre), 
and Pentland Hills returned to his ownership. ' 
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For several years, a tenant named James Lowe occupied and farmed 
Pentland Hills. By 1873, however, Benjamin T. Hodges himself was in 
financial difficulty; his creditors foreclosed on Green Hill, and that 
800-acre property was sold. In 1874, the Benjamin Hodges family returned 
to Pentland Hills. 13 

In hopes of paying off the debts which he owed to his children during 
this period, Benjamin T. Hodges in 1871 executed a deed of trust for 
Pentland Hills to his friend and neighbor, attorney Richard B.B. Chew. 
The deed of trust authorized attorney Chew to manage the Pentland Hills 
real estate, to collect profits and income from the farm, and pay them to 
five of Hodge's children. In the process of paying off these debts, 
attorney Chew sold the easterly 135-acre portion of Pentland Hills (not 
including Benjamin Hodges' dwelling, the subject house) in 1879 to William 
A. Coale; on this parcel, which bounded upon John Bowling's home place 
(Bowling Heights) on the east, stood a tenant house and barn. Coale took 
up residence there and farmed the land, probably even after he sold the 
farm in 1880.14 

By this time, Benjamin T. Hodges had moved back into his former resi­
dence on the remaining 157 acres of Pentland Hills, certainly by this time 
enlarged by the addition of the second gambrel-roof section. The 1880 
census showed him widowed in 1877 for the third time, living at Pentland 
Hills with six of his children, who ranged in age from 35 to 13 years; his 
sister-in-law, Susan Hodges, widow of John Hodges, Sr., remained at Omaha 
Hill to the north with four of her grown children, and William Coale and 
his family still lived on the farm immediately to the east.^ 

Benjamin T. Hodges spent the last years of his life with one of his 
daughters in the Rockville area. He died in 1894, and was buried in the 
family graveyard at Omaha Hill; his dwelling remained the home for several 
more years of his youngest son Benjamin. The younger Benjamin Hodges and 
his sister Virginia had sold their interest in their father's -157-acre 
farm to their sister Elizabeth and her husband James P. Biays.1° The land 
was described in 1885 as "Pentland Hills which formerly belonged to 
Benjamin T. Hodges of Prince George's County which was conveyed to Richard 
B.B. Chew in 1871 . . . the land hereby intended to be sold being that 
portion of Pentland Hills which was not sold by the trustee and is now 
rented by the said James P. Biays and occupied by himself and his 
family. "1' Pent.land Hills remained the Biays family home for only a short 
time. For some years before Elizabeth Hodges Biays sold it, it had been 
rented to a tenant who had caused considerable damage to the building. In 
1912, the widoved Elizabeth Biays sold the house and 157-acre farm to 
Edward B. Danenhower. ° 

In the meantime, the easterly 135-acre part of Pentland Hills had 
been the home farm of William Coale and then of Augustine T. Brooke. 
Brooke, who had served as Clerk of the County Court in 1879, built and 
lived in a frame house on the west edge of Upper Marlboro until 1892 when 
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he gave that house to Trinity Church for use as a Rectory. He rented and 
lived at Trelawn until 1896, and then moved to the Pentland Hills farm 
which he had purchased from William Coale; he remained at Pentland Hills 
until 1904 when he moved back into his home on the west edge of Upper 
Marlboro. I" j n 1916) Brooke sold his 135-acre portion of Pentland Hills 
to Edward Danenhower, who in 1912 had bought the adjoining 157-acre 
Hodges/Biays home place.^ 

In 1912, when the Danenhowers acquired the old Hodges home, it had 
been vacant for some time and was in deteriorating condition; they began 
an ambitious program of renovation. The random-width board siding, old 
and deteriorating, was replaced with new wide horizontal board. The south 
entrance was redone, and the old 9/6 windows were replaced. The deteriora­
ting south porch, which had a shed roof supported by plain pole posts, was 
replaced by a larger, more formal porch; the new porch had a hip roof, and 
boxed cornice supported by Tuscan columns, and wrapped around the east end 
of the structure. , A garden trellis was erected in the courtyard formed in 
the westerly space between the two principal sections of the house. 
Modern windows were opened into the south wall of the north section, light­
ing the dining room and giving full view of the courtyard. The newly 
refinished house was specious and handsome. Several of the old outbuild­
ings were refurbished and put to use: a small square outbuilding (still 
standing just west of the house) with steep pyramidal roof, and two more 
outbuildings with German siding which stood to the south. 

Edward Danenhower died in 1930; his widow, Juliette Danenhower, soon 
remarried and continued residence at Pentland Hills. The house, although 
occupied, was not well maintained, and by 1960, when she and her son, 
Edward Danenhower, Jr. sold both parcels of the land (291 acres) to a 
developer, the house had already suffered considerable deterioration.** 
Since 1960 the house has been vacant, and open to the elements. In recent 
years, vandalism also has taken its toll; the newel, rail and balusters 
have been removed from the staircase, and the plain wood mantels with 
their boldly profiled Greek Revival shelves have been removed -for salvage, 
as have the grained six-panel doors. The house has for a decade or more 
been in unsafe and ruinous condition. Both of the (west) brick chimneys 
have collapsed leaving wide openings in each of the west gambrel ends; all 
that remains of each chimney is an ivy-covered heap of fallen bricks. 

The house at Pentland Hills is almost certainly beyond repair. It 
is, he/ever, an .interesting example of a nineteenth-century plantation 
house of unique plan. The archeaological site is significant as the home 
of the prominent Hedges family, expanded from a small and modest dwelling 
in v.u unusual way. The sequential construction of the second section 
close to the original recalls comparable situations at Hazelwood, Prospect 
Hill, St. James Hill and the "Cedars" at Nottingham;^2 the form of expan­
sion in the case of Pentland Hills is unique. 
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Notes 

1 Patent #14:226. Prince George's County Tax Assessments 1796, 1800 ff. 

2 Federal Direct Tax, 1798. 

3 Chancery B56206-221; see also Prince George's County Tax Assessments, 
1796-1819. 

4 Prince George's County Deed AB #2:78; see also P.G. #79-28, Darnall's 
Chance. 

-* Prince George's County Deed T #1:636; Tax Assessments for Prince 
George's County, 1800-1825. 

" Prince George's County Will TT #1:31; Prince George's County Chancery 
AB #2:234. 

' Census records for Prince George's County, 1840, 1850; Prince George's 
County marriage records. 

° Isaac van Bibber Journal, 1844, MS #515, Maryland Historical Society, 
Baltimore. 

' The Hodges Family of Southern Maryland (genealogy). 

10 Prince George's County Deed CSM #2:406, 407. 

11 Census records for Prince George's County, Marlboro District, 1860, 
1870. 

12 Prince George's County Equity #537; Hodges, Kenneth, The Hodges Family 
of Omaha Hill, Prince George's County, Md. 1988. 

13 Prince George's County Equity #1052; Hodges, Kenneth, The Hodges of 
Green Hill, Montgomery County, Md. 1987. 

** Prince George's County Equity #1052; Prince George's County Deed of 
Trust Rl #4:723. Prince George's County Deeds HB #14:366, 367; WAJ #2:205. 
Census records for Prince George's County, 1870, 1880. 

15 Census records for Prince George's County, 1880. 

16 Prince George's County Deed JWB #5:335; see also Equity #537, Prince 
Georp.c's Enquirer, 30 March 1894. 

17 ibid. 

1° Prince George's County Equity #537; Prince George's County Deeds 
#62:431 and #84:57, 58. 

19 Census records for Prince George's County, 1880, 1900, 1910; see also 
MHT files P.G. #79-17 and 79-45. 
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FRINGE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITES SUMMARY SHEET 

P.G. County Survey « 79-38 Date 1830's 

Building Nare Pentland Hills 

Location 'Vest of -301 at Danenhower Road, Upper Marlboro, Md. 

Open to Public yes x no 

Pentland Hills is a composite house: two one-and-one-

half story framed wings with gambrel roofs, joined together on 

the east ends by a one story connecting passage running at right 

angles to the wings. An exterior brick chimney rises from the 

west end of each of the gambrel wings, and a small courtyard 

is formed in the area between the wings and connecting passage. 

Added porches and rooms on the east', north and south have 

altered the squared-U form of the basic house. 

Pentland Hills was the home ĵ wv'-rijamin Hodges, son of 

an important landowner and farmer in Upper. Marlboro known as 

John Hodges of Thomas. The principal part of the house was 

built in the 1830's after Benjamin inherited the land from 

his father, possibly on the same site as the late eighteenth 

century home of the Whitaker family, then owners of the tract. 

A visitor from Westminster, Maryland, described the house in 

1844 as "a very small but neat house at the very summit of a 

very lofty hill". Descendants of Benjamin Hodges remained at 

Pentland Hills until 1912, after which the house was acquired 

and renovated by the Danenhower family. It has been vacant 

since ca. 1960, and is in very deteriorated condition. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Pentland Hills is a composite house - two one-and-one-

half story framed v/ings with gambrel roofs, joined together 

on the east ends by a .. ' . . J. .,; one story connecting wing 

running at right angles to the wings. • An exterior brick chim­

ney rises from the west end of each of .the gambrel v/ings, and 

a small courtyard is formed in the area between the v/ings and 

connecting passage0 

Porch.es have been added on both the east and south sides 

of the south v/ing, and a smaller one on the north side of the 

north v/ing. Two more rooms have been added to the east of the 

north v/ing, thus altering the squared-U form of the basic hot-.se, 

P 
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Porch.es
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SPECIFIC DATES 1830 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Pentland Hills was the home of Benjamin Hodges, son of 

an important landowner and farmer in Upper Marlboro known as 

John Hodges of Thomas. The principal part of the house was 

built in the 1830's after Benjamin inherited the land from 

his father, possibly on the same site as the late eighteenth 

century home of the V/hitaker family, then owners of the tract. 

The house was visited in 1844 by Isaac Van Biboer on a money-

raising tour for the construction of a church in Westminster, 

Maryland. In a visit to Benjamin Hodges1 home, he described it 

as "a very small but neat house at the very summit of a very 

lofty hill". 

Descendants of Benjamin Hodges remained at Pentland 

Hills until 1912, after which the house was occupied and re­

novated by the Danenhower family. It has been vacant since 

ca. 1960, and is in very deteriorated condition. 
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